
Partners of Verso
The VERSO partnership consists of eight public authorities and four know-ledge 
partners working together in order to produce a best practice catalogue and 
policy recommendations for all European regional or local authorities interest-
ed in developing strategies to encourage the inclusion of civic society resources 
in the development of local employment strategies and initiatives.

VERSO is funded by the European Regional Development Fund, INTERREG IVC, 
which helps regions of Europe share knowledge and experiences to improve 
regional policy.

Knowledge Partners
Aarhus University, Department of Education (Denmark) 
University of Ioannina (Greece)
Budapest Business School (Hungary)
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (Spain)
 

Public authority Partners
Municipality of Middelfart (Denmark)
Region of Epirus (Greece)
Netzwerk Lippe (Germany)
East Riding of Yorkshire Council (United Kingdom) 
Generalitat de Catalunya (Spain)
Municipality of Zalaegerszeg  (Hungary)
Municipality of Coevorden (The Netherlands)
Municipality of Sofia (Bulgaria)

Read more about VERSO at the project website: www.versonet.eu
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the challenge 
for euroPe
Despite regional variations, unemploy-
ment  is increasing all over Europe. While 
some parts of Europe have been hit by 
massive unemployment among well-
educated young people, other regions 
are burdened by large numbers of un-
employed older people who lack the ne-
cessary qualifications for today’s labour 
market. The frameworks within which 
regional authorities must attempt to ad-
dress the problems of the unemployed 
also vary across Europe. In all cases, 
however, it is clear that these problems 
cannot be solved within the frameworks 
provided by the traditional systems - nei-
ther the welfare state, the family nor the 
market offer adequate solutions for the 
unemployed citizens who turn to them 
for assistance. New approaches are 
needed all over Europe.

Verso
VERSO (Volunteers for European Employment) is a pan-European development and 
knowledge-sharing project funded by the European Regional Development Fund, 
INTERREG IVC. VERSO seeks to improve the quality of life of people across Europe 
by means of learning and sharing best practice experiences with voluntary work to 
improve European employment. Four research institutions and eight regional au-
thorites from eight different European countries are involved in the project.  

VolunteerisM and ciVic society 
Civic society and volunteerism are alternative arenas where both marginalized 
groups as well as the unemployed workforce in general can maintain and deve-
lop job skills and enhance their network in an informal educational setting.  In this 
sphere it is possible to acquire, re-acquire or re-orient job skills and develop famili-
arity with or tolerance of changing job market demands. Thus, given the right or-
ganizational and political support, volunteerism is an arena of multilateral exchange 
capable of addressing unemployment issues. 

Volunteers with steady jobs can deliver supplementary services to unemployed 
people by drawing on their knowledge of job market dynamics and demands. Not 
only can volunteering provide a trajectory or pathway to new skills and eventually 
a paid job;  civic society and volunteerism can also be instrumental in creating new 
types of social spaces capable of including or connecting with marginalized groups 
whose employment needs are not currently met by the established employment 
systems. Such new social spaces (cafés, workshops, cinemas, festivals, TV stations) 
can be examples of new and more flexible informal service formats expanding the 
scope of existing employment services.

what 
worKs?
All over Europe, there are valuable good practice experiences in creating fruitful 
collaboration between regional political authorities and the volunteers of civil soci-
ety in the fight against unemployment  The challenge lies in identifying these good 
practice experiences and in demonstrating how to transfer them from one particu-
lar national, social and cultural context to another.

The VERSO project is a synthesis of a development project, a research project and 
a regional political project of transformation in which independent researchers and 
regional political authorities work together. 

The project’s researchers will perform comparative analyses in order to determine 
what factors create social dynamism, and what initiatives succeed (or fail to suc-
ceed) in involving civil society in addressing unemployment issues. A range of case 
studies and cost-benefit analyses of the use of volunteers in local employment ini-
tiatives will be performed on the basis of the international standards of measure-
ment designed by the ILO (International Labour Organisation). Regional political 
authorities will share their experiences and acquire scientifically founded under-
standing of what work in local employment initiatives, and how these successes can 
be replicated in other regional contexts. 

VERSO will develop a best practice catalogue to be used by the participating re-
gions, and the project will ultimately result in a range of research-based policy 
recommendations in 2014. These recommendations will identify effective forms of 
volunteerism, indicate how they can be transferred to contexts across Europe, and 
indentify some of the problems which cannot be solved by the family, the market 
or the state, and which must be addressed by new forms of collaboration involving 
civic society and volunteerism.

Project
organisation
Lead partner: Aarhus University, Denmark
Project Coordinator: Niels Rosendal Jensen, Aarhus University, Denmark
Project Manager: Anette Eriksen, Aarhus University, Denmark
INTERREG IVC budget: 2.165.017,04 €

steering coMMitee
The Steering Commitee is composed of all project partners’ Regional Project Ma-
nagers as well as the Project Coordinator from the lead partner. The Steering Com-
mitee is in charge of the strategic monitoring of the project. 

Project Political board
The Project Political Board ensures political interest in the project and provides 
overall political strategic guidance. The  Project Political Board ensures the commit-
ment of policy makers during the project and guarantee that project activities and 
results correspond with the local and regional (political) strategies and priorities on 
unemployment and human capital (development).

More inforMation
Read more about VERSO on the project website: www.versonet.eu

contact Verso
At the website of VERSO you will find contact information and links to all the  
partners in VERSO.

Address (lead partner):
VERSO - Volunteers for European Emplloyment
Aarhus University, Department of Education
Campus Emdrup
Tuborgvej 164
2400 København N

Tel: (+45) 8716 1300

Mail: verso@dpu.dk
Web: www.versonet.eu
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